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Introduction.  This historical accounthas been preped to commemorate the 50
anniversary of theAmerican Association of Avian Pathologists (AAARINn organization of
scientists who serve the poultry industfy North America and the world There arethree
themes First the events that culminated iretlestablishment of the AAABhd the adoption of
its first constitutioraresummarized In the £condpart, selected issues and evedtxumenting
the evolution ofthe AAAP are presented The final part detailssome personal reflections and
wisdom gainedrom selected membergxemplifying the diverse personalitie$ the persons
who have made this organization what iteslay. The time period is 1952007. A few updates
with more recent informatioaregiven in italics.

Part 1: The Origins of the AAAP

This topic is covered in the Iykar and 3§ear histories but is supplemented here with
additional informationgleaned fromseminal correspondengeovided bylLeland Grumbles and
with notes fromt h e a petrsbnal digcgssions with some of the keyeia.

Setting the stage. In the 1950s, poultry medicine was far different than today. pbiotry
industry wagust starting to evolvemany diseases had not yet been identified, angdh#ry
health organizations were different. The most promineotlpy disease conference was the
Northeastern Conference on Avian Diseases, launched in ttO&&us onbacillary white
diarrhea later known a$ullorum disease)Other forums included th@Bear Mountaid Poultry
Health Conferencesponsored by Lederléaboratories(later American Cyanamid) andhe
Conference of Research Workers in Animal Disea3é®e Western Poultry Disease Conference
started in 1951 In addition,there were poultry disease sections held in conjunction with the
annual meetings of th@oultry Science Associatioand the American Veterinary Medical
Association(AVMA) . The AVMA Poultry Sctionwasseminal to our topic. Its program was
typically comprised ofa couple of sessions with less than a dopapers(all by invited
speakersand, according to Julius Fabricant, an audience ed@@ersonsThe Poultry Section
program was managed biye AVMA througha chairperson and secretaggpointedannually
The secretary for one year typically became the chairperson for the next.

Vetelinary specialty groups were just beginning to emdrgenot without some controversy
The American College of Veterinary Pathologi&<VP) was forned in 1949 but, as related to
me by Lelandsrumbles;iseveral of the avian group had applied for chartembership but had
been turned dowa. This point is relevant to the AAAP, as will become clear shortly.

The poultry disease group the mid 1950svas small. John Delaplane, P.P. Levine, Henry Van
Roekel,William (Bill ) Hinshaw,Stegphen Hitchnerand Ben Pomeroyenjoyed an especially high

level of respect Erwin Jungherr and Fred Beaudette were prominent scientxis. (Cab

Bottorff was a strong voice from industr@.S. (Rosy) Rosenwald was becoming establisdsed

an importanipoultry disease eghsion specialistThere werealsoothers of importanceMany

of these individuals worked in academic institutions, the venue where most of the poultry disease
research was conducteteland Grumbles recalled that this group did not meet each othar ofte
and thain most caseslosepersonafriendships were notet established. This came later.



The idea of a national organization may haeen first discusseid the early 1950st the Bear
Mountain meetinggsponsored by American Cyanamidifoweve, serious dscussionabouta
national organlzatlon probably started in 1955, and may have been stimulastiby a ktter

: from Robert F.Gordon a prominent English poultry veterinariatg
Henry Van Roekeland Erwin Jungherr concerning the formatiof an
International Association of Poultieterinarians.Gordon conceived the
first step as the formation of national poultry disease associations, an
amalgamation of which would lead to a productive international
association.Jungherr an&/an Roekeleplied with their personal support
and a promise to discuss the mattel(rad fewer than fourupcoming
poultry meetings.No record exists but we can presume that Jungherr and
Van Roekelmanaged to spread the worth addition,Gor dondés ef f o
resulted m the organizational meetingf the British Veterinary Poultry
Association in May, 1956n event surely known to the American group

Robert F. Gordon

Gordonodos ef f oyih $959ud the fomadtian lofy the IWeordd Veterinary Poultry
Association (WVPA). The eletion of P.P. Levine as a vice presidesft WVPA further
cemented the relation of the international organization with the American group. These events
are reordal in the AAAP 10-yearand 30-year histories the WVPA history authored by Peter
Biggs and inthe minutes of a meeting of British veterinarians held in London in March, 1956

Meanwhile, the 1956 poultry sectia the AVMA was chaired by Mel Hofstad with Leland
Grumbles as secretaryHofstad was awareof but deC|ded not to raise the issoé a US
organization that year because he felt the S -

Antonio venue would not be conducive t
good attendance.At the conclusion of the;
1956 meeting Leland Grumbles became §
chairmanand thus inherited the opportunits 3
and responsibility for carrying farard the ‘w
idea of a national organization AImost

mentor and department chair at Texas A& S
Grumbles decided to propose a forme
discussion at thel957 AVMA meeting in
Cleveland In the fall of 1956, Grumblesrid | | eland C. Grumble
Delaplane) started to put some of the piecesm
place, including the creation of a draft constitution for a new organizafidribute authored by
A . SRosyiRosenwaldalso credits C.A. Bottorff with a role in promoting the meeting at
Cleveland, bubther documentation @ottorff6 s is lackirgy.

John P. Delaplane

The first steps. The first documented activity waes letter dated February 7, 1957, from
Grumbles toHenry Van Roekel proposing a discussion at the upcoming AVMA meeting and

asking Van Roekel to chaine meeting.Gr umb|l es 6 first words were A’
of discussion and interest in the formation of some type of organization of the poultry
pat hol ogi s tAscopy wentttthReP. LlgBne.0 The8gpersons along with Delaplane

who waked with Grumbles, were thast persons in the loop. Both Van Roekel and Levine
expressed some reservations. Levine was especially adamant that the organization be open to
both veterinarians and nemterinarians.L e vi n e Gokreply® & it & ke aidim vieva of

these small, splinter groups which have by restrictive membership clauses set themselves up as



exclusive, t i gThis was one bfttHe|le  u ™ PR~ G

initial issues, perhaps relating from the experience| of e hsyioy

some poultry veterinarians witlother veterinary

specialty organizationgee earlier)Grumbles toldthe | _ o

authorin 1997 that Delaplane and the Texas Qroupimss & s

originally favored a restrictive organization Whereas s s v s

Levine, StephenHitchner and others faVored A MOME ue o o wm e s scpmisio o e Tto Toiriegises

States, Lasl yoar wo consldered tha pesstdlity of

. . 3 - . ia the
open one. Julius Fabridaconfirmed this view. Mtenia. It ‘wan Saathnt, everets hat tha vy woeld ot be well

Tepreamied ot thls tine tharefore sweh & weetling was not attespted.

I believe the growp will be well vepresmtod at the
am—:ummulamlqu—m-w

The survey. Van Roekel suggestatiat Grumbles | i St i . s = e,

the conteets with the grow desiriag to forw an Daternetional Associs:

survey other poultry disease workés their opinions | &F i i i ELim! S W
apparently wanting to establish the extent of supporfzﬁsf‘iﬁ:ﬁagﬁ'?imrmﬁm‘: :
for a new organization before proceeding furthdm. | .., i o e seds ses s o seeciog st ic 20wt
response,Grumbes mailed a brief questionnaire o ™ T i i s s s i
March 18, 19570 persons he considered to be leaders

in the field of poultry diseases S, My secon
There were just 3 questions: g) «~ ™" " '

i Ae you in favor of the
formation of an association of American poultry pathologists, b) Do you

plan to attend this yeé&@ AVMA convention in Cleveland, and c)
éwould you attend a meeting to disc.!
of poultry pathol ogists?o0
Grumbles received 19| .. ws retun tor L. c. Grumblos, Veterinary Ressarch, Roo 101 Veterissry

Medicine Building, Texas A & M College, College Station,

Yours very teuly,

responses to his brie Tose o
" ., A ueF)StiOnnair a” 1. A;s you {:nt:;:;‘of th:hg:;:::r; of an association MI:‘:« 741 ;
[\, SO C IR pirvs

o enerall ositive | * ity v
P' Phlllp LeVIne g y p 1 e 3, If ut,u:: Al\.l :7A convention would you attend
although  sorg, like | 2 ool oo w7 1|
. e . . of poultry pathologists?
Levine, qualified his response by saying

idepended on the t Vhse — q‘ﬁﬁ,q

. S, ture
was consideredy Grumbles asa mandate to -
proceed.

A nameis proposed. I n response to Van
type of organization desired, Grumbkent Van Roekel a draft constitutio
and bylaws on February 22, 1957 o i | l ustr at e @t
which the group in poultry pathology here at Texas A&M believes
shoul d at t e mfpappetarsthadthiggdacumerdd already bee
drafted by Grumbles and Delaplane in the fall of 19%5@0ng other things,
it was proposedthat the name of the organization be ti¥emerican
Association of Avian Pathologists.Thus,the provisional choice of a nam
wasclearlythe work of Grumbles anddbaplane. Grumbles then proceede
to organize a meeting throu@hr. H.E. Kingman, Asst. Executive Secreta
of the AVMA, to be held in conjunction with the upcoming Annual Meeti
of the AVMA to be held in ClevelandThe stated purpose of this meetir

~ . . Henry Van Roekel| .
was ito di scuss t he f ormati on 0 ri cail

Pat hol ogi sts. o



The Cleveland meeting. The inaugural meetingf the AAAP |
occurredon August 20, 1957in Private Dining Room 31 of the
Cleveland Hotel This meetingvas attended by 4fersons, consider
a very good attendander the time Since Van Roekel had declined t
invitation to be chair, Grumbles conducted the meetingeland [
Grumbles was elected chairpersoand Harold Chute was electe
secretary of this interim group (referred to by Grumbles as t
At empor ar y .drtgisamoment the feedgling organizatio
becameadministratively separated from the AVMA poultry sectio
which was led in 1957 by Grumbles and Leyiméo were appointed b
theAVMA .

N
- e/

Harold L. Chute

The group decide that & organizationatommittee should prepare a constitution and finalize
other details for presentation at the 1958 meeting in Philadelpeumbles appointedna
organizationatommitteeconsisting ofVan Roekel J.F.Sullivan,B.S. Pomeroy,S.B. Hitchner,
JohnDelaplane an@d\.S. Rosenwald as member3his committeemet in Cleveland and elected
Van Roekel as chair (interestingly, Van Roekel was not present when this occuiiee).
makeup of this committee was strategjid represented all 4 geogpaic regions of the United
Statesas well as university, industry and governmeRbsenwalddid not attend th€leveland
meeting, but recalls Henry Adlere |l | i ng him afterwards in Califoc
that you would b i nt er eChdteerdmembers submitting the list of attendees at the
Cleveland meeting to Grumbles, but inadvertently leaving his own namenwth to his
embarrassment

The broad representation employment typeat the Cleveland meeting foretiolhe dedication

of the subsequent AAAP to professional diversitharacteristic no doubt related to its success.
Of the 41 participants, 17% were from government, 44% from universities and 39% from
commercial and other interests.

The official rert of this meeting, prepared by Grumbles, was published in the October 15, 1957
edition of the AVMA journal. The title of tI
Formation of an American Association of Avian

The organizing comm ittee. John Delaplane died unexpectedly in Septenl9&7 and

at Van Ro e Wwsasleplacedn thegouganizing committdey Grumbles. Harold Chute
served as secretary for the temporary organization as well as for the organizing committee.
Although Grumbles was the chair of the provisional organizafitan Roekelwas chair of the
committee charged with preparation of a constitutod thus had most of the responsibility

Van Roekel twice convened meetings of his committee, first in Chicagaisllon November

30, 1957. The other was in East Lansing, Michigan on May 26 and 27, 196&ecords
survive on what was discussed at these meetidg¢etter from H.E. Kingman explained the
three options for affiliationwith the AVMA, and suggested thaaffiliation as an allied
organization would probably be most appropriate.
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The draft constitution.  The work of the organizing committee was to prepare a draft
constitution. At the conclusion of its work, the committee submitted a constituttbbydaws

that was essentially identical to tHeaft constitution originallypreparedy Grumblesmore than

a year earlierthe principalchanges were that the president and-piesident wer@otto be ex

officio members of the nominating committee ahdt the members required for a quorum was
lowered from 20 to 15and that certain sections originally considered part of the constitution
were moved to byaws. Considering the scope and importance of this document, these were
trivial changes indeed.

Among the important provisions of this constitution was the establishment of 5 objectives of the
organization:

1. To provide an organization for the promotion of mutual interest of those
persons engaged in the field of avian diseases.

2. To stimulate scie ntific progress in avian pathology.

3. To encourage adequate training in poultry diseases and management in
schools of veterinary medicine.

4. To encourage graduate and other forms of advanced training in avian
diseases.

5. To encourage the publication of a scienti fic journal on avian diseases.

In addition, it established a 15 year experience requirement for charter membership, specified
that members be members of AVMA, am@t an annual meeting would be held in conjunction
with the annual AVMA meeting. Membership was open to all who had 3 years of experience in
the field of avian diseasedNonveterinarians were accepted as associate membpdttsough

not expressly statethe organization was obviously conceived to be an allied organization of the
AVMA.

The Philadelphia meeting . The next meeting now considered to be tHest annual
meeting of the AAAPwasheld in Philadelphia in conjunction with the 1958 AVMA magti It

was attended by at least 37 persons. Steve Hitchner presented the coinsvttde as Van
Roekel could not attendPursuant to a motion prepared by the organizing commitieegroup
voted to adopt the constitution and-layvs, and to elect th&2 persons

in attendance with 15 years experience in poultry diseasebaater
members as specified in the new constitutiohhe organization was
thus established. The charter members then convened to accept 25
others in attendance as members or assocmembers. Fifteen
additional charter and7 other members were accepted throughout the
next 12 months Thus, we can consider the 99 members accepted prior
to the 1959 meetingnames listed irthe 30year history and irthe
book: A Cel eshtr a5 O )nagdahaOhgetl fori Founding)
Members of the AAAP Also at this meeting, Ben Pomeroy, Erwin
Jungherr and Morris Cover were duly elected as president, vice
president and secretatyeasurer, respectively The AAAP was
launched.

Stephen B. Hitchner




Erwin Jungherr
Vice president

Morris S. Cover |

st H
1° president Secretary

Board of Directors. The original constitution failed to provide for a Board of Directors.
However, a detailed in the 3§ear history, the Board of Directors derived from the realization

by Morris Cover that such a Board was needed in orderhi®rorganization to officially
incorporatein the State of DelawareThe first Board was established at the 1959 Meeting in
Kansas City. Four districts were defined (Western, Eastern, Southern, and Central) with one
board member from each district. Tlwstfboard members were A.S. Rosenwald (Western), P.P.
Levine (Eastern), A.l. Flowers (Southern) and M.S. Hofstad (Centfaljo atLarge Directors

were added to the Board in 1961. Beginning in 1968 the Board was enlarged again to include
the President =Officio (Past President). Thegaportantactiors served tdormally recognize

the geographic diversity of the organization and provide a deaisaking body that has served

the organization well for its first 50 years.

Melvin S. Hofstad | | Arnold S. (Rosy) Archie |. Flowers
Rosenwald
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Part 2. Accomplishments and evolution of the AAAP

We now will review the accomplishments and evolution of the organization for several areas of
special interest.

The AAAP, as described in the constitution aneldws of 2008jsihor gani zed excl us
charitable scientific, educational and other exempt pugsodescribed in Section 501Q@ the

Il nt ernal Revenue Code. O Al t hough the 1957
incorporated in lllinoisthe AAAP was incorporated in the state of Delawarelanuary 1960.
Interestingly, the articles of incorporation provided for a provisional board of directors composed
of Morris Cover, C.A. Bottorff and William J. Benton, to be replaced by a permanent board to be
elected after the effective date of thet af incorporation. Since the permanent board appeared to
have been elected at thé2annual meeting in 1959, the wording in the document of
incorporation must have preceded this date and it is doubtful if the provisional board ever served.
In 1963 the MAP approved several amendments to the articles of incorporation, which are
reflected in the certificate of amendment filed in August, 1971.

Objectives and Mission of the AAAP. The five objects of
AAAP, as defined in the original constituti¢see edier), haveremained
virtually unchanged for 50 years. The foauason the advancement of
science, training and education, and publishing a journal. The first |
of Avian Diseasesvas published in May 1957, 3 months before 1
organizational meetingf the AAAP in Cleveland. Since there is
indication that a second major journal was ever anticipated, one
presume that AAAP intended to assume responsibilitAfean Diseases |
from the very first. Indeed, Grumbles mentions in a February 19&7 I& 9
to Van Roekel, that Levine was already anticipating the transfer of };
journal to the new organization. Interestingly, the AAAP citation/— ‘
presented to Levine in 1974 on the occasion of his election to | Birch McMurray
Member shi p st aAvian DiseAssrieededfs@orosorship aftart

gaining a strong foothold was one tife key motivating forces behind the creation of the
AAAP Adt hough one may dispute the Astrong foo
events (see above), the role of the journal asafrtbe motivating factors for creation of the

AAAP seems clearBirch McMurray, the 29" president,recalls a vigorous discussided by

Levine at the Kansas City meeting in 1958 whether AAAP should adopt the new journal

making this issue one of thadt to be addressed by the new organization.

The symbiotic relationship between AAAP afdian Diseasess described

in detail in the 2006 Lasher History Lecture author
by Bruce Calnek.

i Bob Owen, the 48" president,and Chuck Hofacre
£, initiatedin 2006a thorough review of the objectives ¢
, & the organization One of the initiatives wa® develop
e I &/ ¢/ a mission statement as it appeared, interestingly, g
. - AAAP had never adopted one. Thas, the first half

Rokert Owen | centyry was coming to a closeision and mis®n
statements for the AAAP wena the process obeing drafted by Mick
Fulton, with help from Bob Owen and Chuck Hofacre.

Richard
(Mick) Fulton
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Administrative Management. The administrative system was typical, with a rotating
president, a8Board ofDirectorsand a secretg-treasurer. Vice presidents

have become presidents except for Erwin Jungherr (in 1959) and Henry

Adler (in 1961) who did noPresidents have served for a single year except

for Stan Kleven, whas er ved par't of Reed Rumsey?d
own.

= Budness was conducted at annualbusinessneeting in association with
e A the scientific sessions. Increasingly, however, the real management of the
Nt associationwas accomplished by thBoard of Drectors along withthe
Stanley Kleven| secretantreasurerwho tended to havan extended term and who was in
the best position to provide continuityThings started to change in 1960
when AAAP took on the responsibility foAvian Diseases The secretaryreasurer then
assumed the additional title ddusiness Mnager ofAvian Disases which was initially
conceived ag separate job but which later blended togetHgy the end of the decade, AAAP
had also assumed responsibility fDiseases of Poultryand the association had become a
business.

Morris Cover, the first secretatyeasurerof AAAP and the first business manager Afian
Diseases servedonly through 1961but the complexities and stresses of this job were already

becoming apparent. I n his final 1961 report
established fothe AAAP andAvian Diseases By this | mean a special space be set aside where
apartt i me secretary can be stationedé. .|l f our st
require a haltime secretary comiuous!l y t hr ough t bfice bea@mmea theod A

standard for the AAAP business offias the magnitude of the work steadily increased

Coverwas followed by Glenn Snoeyenbos (1968470), Charles F. Hall (1971982), Robert J.
Eckroade (1982003) andCharles L. Hofacre (2003 ). These five individuals were critically
involved with theo r g a n i busibhesscandégsided i&volution and developmentAAAP is
fortunate to have had such dedicated and capable persons serve in this key role. However,
of these persons workedbae. Each hadapale assistants who provided maofythe dayto-
day interactions with members, often attended our annual meetings, and becanfiieegded
andcolleagues.Frances Hicksvorked with Charlie HallAlicia Brown (initially) andKimberly
Spout assisted Bob Eckroade, and Sue Clanton (with help from Jack Clanton) helped Chuck
Hofacre. In addition, he critical role played by the respective host institutions in providirey
time and facilitiesthat allowed our secretatyeasurers to
function must also be acknowledgedHowever, this model
proved to be difficult to sustaims it becameincreasingly

= difficult for a person to provide management for AAAP and
~ maintain a professional careers Ahe first half century was
coming to a closen 2007, Chuck Hofacre led the AAAP ta

= difficult but important decision to contract for business
% management servicds substantiallyassist current and future
secretantreasurers in their work.The management system in
the second 5§ear period will have a neleok.

Sue and Jack Clanton ‘

Photographs of all 5 secretaingasurers and some of the assistantsnatadedin the 50year
Celebration Bok.



12

The business office itself has also evolved over the years. As detailed in the Eckroade and
Sprout history, originally all informain from the business office moved through the US mail
system. In 1982 the addresses were affixed with an adohgsgph machine, utilizing metal
plates individually embossed with the information for a single person. The age of personal
computers startein themid 1980s and by the end of tlddcade the AAAP business office was
printing mailing labels from an electronic database. Financial records were shifted to an
electronic format.Ultimately, AAAP even began accepting payments via credit cdrd2005

through the efforts of Chuck Hofacre and Sue Clantoopmprehensivebook of Standard
Operating Procedures was established isupdated on a continuing basis.

The personal computer was followed by the advent oileeld Wide Webin the mid 190s.

Email became the method for communications, albeit grudgingly for many of the old tByers.
1999 the Board agreed to filook intoo sending
could receive newsletters by email if they requested it. Howthisrwas not common practice

until 2003. Another major change was the implementation in 2006 _of
electronic voting, which required a change in thdawys.

The first web site for AAAP was established in 1997 at lowa S
University through the efforts foDon Reynolds and the new
Electronic Information Committee. In 1999, a listserve featurd
(AAAPNET) was addedbut the Board voted not to post newsletts
or directory information on theveb site Theweb sitewas moved to
the University of Pennsylvania 2001 and was henceforth manag
by the business officeThe web sitewasprofessionallyredesigned in
2007, improving access to information along with a more attrag

and functional layouand a membersnly section. '
Donald Reynolds

From the beginning, the businesi§ice surely maintained a list of members with addresses and
other contact information. However, for many years this information was not readily available to
other members. Charlie Hall credits his assistant, Frances Hicks, with the idea of a m@mbershi
directory which was published for the first time in 1976. As this information proved to be
valuable to the membership, directories continued to be produced and in the 2000s the
information becama available through the web site.

Newsletters. The firstnewsletter waprepared imosisar Aussoisdin of Asia Pathulogiil
and distributedy Charlie Hall inJuly 1971 Since i

then rewsletterswere produced2-4 times per year
(typically Spring and Falland have proved to be a
excellent vehicle for informing the membership
important  developments.  AlSO, IMPOMANT | et e s e e the oepaniaaeins . or

the present, future mailings are not scheduled but will be made

documents such as annual reports and cOmMMIl  as demand dictates. Your secretary will welcome items which are

of broad interest to the membership.

reports are often imbedded in newslettey = ...
Or|g|na||y dup”cated on a mimeograph machin It wms @ busy week in Detrott, Nichigan. On Sunday, July 18,

the board deliberated all day on association business.
1 1 H H H H leukosis symposium, sponsored by the AAAP and developed by its
and distributed by mail, newslettedseginning in | e S R meis o ondays July 19 The progran was
excellent as was the interest and attendances That evening the

the year 2000 have beencommunicated annual business meeting of the association was helds and on z:e:gig,

Wednesday and Thursday, four half-day scientific sessions we

AAAP NEWSLETTER July 30, 1971

in the poultry section of the AVMA« These sessions were developed

electronlca”y ReCOrdS |ndlcate that through 200 and co-sponsored by the AAAP. Congratulations to Dick Witter and

his leukosis committee and to Jack Tumlin and Dick McCapes for jobs

at least92 newsletters have been produced. bt o
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Name Of the Organization. As has been mentiodepreviously, the name American
e *') Association of Avian Pathologists was proposed in the draft constitution
prepared by Grumbk in the fall of 1956 and communicated to Van
. Roekel and Levine in March 1957. This name was kept as part of the
Q\ revised constitution prepared by the organizing committee and was
’Y”’ affirmed by acceptance of the constitution in August 1958. Theea0
= history indicates a voice vote at the 1959 meeting that the present name
of the association should be retained. This also indicates there may have
been some who favored an alternative nomenclature. Bob Eckroade
recalls a conversation with an AVMA officialbaut an early letter,
apparently from an outside organization, complaining about the use of
the word fApathologisto in our name.
In 1998 and again in 2002 the Board rejected proposals to change the
name of the organizath.  Bob Owen, the #%resident, on the basis of a membership survey
conducted in 2006, appointed a committee chaired by John Smith, to study once again whether
the name of the organization shoul d bmresivece hange
report and recommendation, the Board once again voted for no change. There is agreement that

the term fApathol ogisto no | onger communicates
other considerations seem to outweigh the need for a changenienclature, at least so far.

John Smith

Dues and Finance. Dues and finances have increased dramatically over the years,
increasing the complexity of the association and reflecting the increased number of services
provided to members and others. Dues have asec from $5 in 1958 to $170 in 2007. Dick
Witter remembers that when he joined the AAAP in 1963, he was assessed annual dues of $8
along with a $5 initiation feé a good bargain for a poor graduate studemhe financial
condition of the organization karaditionally beerstrong and continues to bgo1 surely a
reflection on itddedicated andompetent management over the years

Membership . Initially, there were just 3 classes of membg@harter Members, Members

and Associate Memberbyt this inceased with timéo atotal of 9 categoriesm 2007 Members

must be a permanent resident of one of the five districts, be a graduate of a veterinary college
and, if a resident of the USA, be a member of the AVMA.

The category of honorary member is ofree interest. These were persons w*
did not work in the poultry disease field directly but had made signifid
contributions. During the first 50 yearenly five personswvereelected to this
category of membershipFirst electedin 1965,were H. E. Bester and L. H.
Schwarte,faculty members at lowa State Universitho edited the first 5
editions of Diseases of Poultry Also elected wergloe Bard and Dottl
Beard, a husbandvife team who worked on avian tumor viruses at D
University. hterestingy, Henry Van Roekelvaselected ashe fifth honorary ¥
memberin 1968 According to Charlie Hallvan Roekel resignedrom Dorothy and
AAAP due to a personal matter but was eleetedionorary membeo insure | Joseph Beard
that his name would continue to be the membershipoles, in recognition of
his many contributions(Update David Espeseth was elected to honorary membership in2010.

Total paid membershipf the AAAP increasecsharply in the early yeaend reached 500 in the
1970s but since the early 1990s has beenivelatstable, varying between 700 an@(812 in
2007) Of the total membership in 2007, about 58% are members, 19% are associate members,
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10% are retired, 2% are life members, 4% are student members, and 7% are international
associate membergGender,ethnic and geographiawersity was notably lackingn 1957 but
hasevolved in recent yearsA survey completed in 1962 showed about half of the 144 members
were from universities and other institutions, followed by commercial (22%), state (14%),
federal (12%) and private practice (4%). Although no recent survey is available, substantial
change in membership distribution by employment category surely has occurred.

From theearly days, it was evident that persons living outside the United States andaCanad
should be eligible for membership in the AAAP. In 1975, the geographic boundaries of the
Western region of the AAAP were expanded to include Mexico. Later, the International Region
of the AAAP was established to include countries south of Mexico audtroes not in the
Americas. Also, the category of international associate member was established.

Charlie Hall credits Pedro Villegas with the idea of publishing Spanish translations of abstracts
in Avian Diseaseswhich commenced it984in order to rach out to poultry health specialists

in Central and South Ameridaan effort that continues to be appreciagdour Spanishand
Portuguesespeaking colleaguesVillegas convinced Dave Anderson, the editor of the journal,
that the idea had merit arad the beginningpersonallypreparedall the translations. He later
recruited his bilingual graduate students to help, but still cheakddcorrectecvery abstract

from 1984through 2006 when others took on this responsibilityn Pedr odés avor ds,

correct themafter which Ireturned them to the translator with marks in red. The students used
to say that they r ec eiThislderctldareeffatovenrthe years surely
advanced the international appeal of the AAAP (anddaibt increased the circulation of the
journal).

During the first half centuryhe number of female members increased from ze2i%o It is
likely that the first female member of AAAP was Jean Hagareterinarian who wadirector of
Cornell Universiy 6 s Poul t ry Di atgOneostd, NYifromLahootol 957 Hutothe y
critical records are lackingeva WalnerPendelton was the first female board member (in 1991)

*‘) . 74 I;I“‘

_ i : 1%4’;\ "
] Py i /":, iz W
Jean Hagan ‘ Eva WallnerPendelton | Beth Krushinskie ’ Patricia Wakenell

followed by Pat Wakenell, Beth Krushinskieouise
Dufour-Zavala, Ching Ching Wu and Patty Dunn
Beth Krushinskie and PatWakenell also serveds
president of AAAP. Patty Dunn also served as an
important liaison between the board and the history
committee.

Ching ChingWu Patty Dunn

T bl
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The number of Latin American members increas

from one to 113 during this period. Salvador B.

from Mexico City was an. .
original member of AAAP. [ ¥ F
Celedonio Garrido and Gabrig #%
Galvan were early membefr®om £~ 4
Mexico. Ben Lucio was the first ¢ &
Hispanic board memberii R o s i A
Rosenwald and Pedl Villegas ———
were strong supporters of Latif ~ Celedonio
American membership. Isabel Garrido

N Gi meno i s evidence t hat t he AfLatino
Isabel Gimeno | beyond.

Benjamin Lucio

The number of Canadian members increased from 1 to 61 during this period. Chris Bigland was
an original member. John Laaser was a board membefCraig Riddell served as board
member and president

Craig Riddell

Life memberslp is a special category to which membemon entering
retirement andwho have made distinguished contribuso to the
profession andhe AAAP can be elected by the Board of Directors.
first life members, elected in 19,A@ere Bill Hinshaw aprominentearly
poultry pathologist credited with some of the earliest ideas abo
national organizationand C. A. Bottorff who organized the Bea
Mountain Conferences sponsored by American Cyanamid where
about a national organization took roddy 2007, a total of 5fpersons
had been elected to this category of membership.

William Hinshaw
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Professional Advancement. From the first, the AAAP was concerheabout the
[0 e professional advancement of its members. This concern focused both on
: education and job opportunities. One of the earliest committees dating to
1961 and chaired by Albert Kleckner was dedicated to a review of post
graduate education. The @3 report recognizethe paucity of wel
trained veterinarians in poultry clinical practice and advocated
postdoctoral training programs. The extensive 1965 report further
described the need for practical residency programs in diagnostics and
field diseme control under approved supervision. The report
recommended that training programs should be established at institutions
Jack T. Tumlin | with a diverse staff and formal teaching programs, and that a certificate
of completion should be awarded. By 1967, the commite®enhad
changed to Committee on Continuing Education in Avian Diseases, chaired by Jack Tumlin. It
seems likely that this initiative by AAAP helped, directly or indirectly, stimulate the formation of
now welkknown residency and other postgraduate trainprggrams in several major
universities.

Another early committee was appointed to establish a placement service. Under the leadership
of George J. Christie, a fAstrictly confident:i
issue ofAvian Diseases No data have been found to indicate how frequently this service was
utilized. Employment opportunities continued to be placed in the newsletters and, more recently,

on the AAAPweb site

Committees. From the first, the AAAP sought to accomplisis i
work through the efforts of committees. Many details have been lost
committee work can be traced at least to 1959 with the appointmel
presidentHenry Van Roekel of committees o
(1) evaluation of veterinary poultry patholog
programswith Herry Adler, Harold Chute and
. others(2) evaluation ofthe Poultry Inspection
Act, with Walter Sadler and othe(8) Pullorum
disease eradicationith Ben Pomeroy, .E. |
' Williams and othersand(4) industrial relations -
(focus on diagnostic ( s)ervice)/vith Erwin J.E. Williams
Jungherr and othersA further committee, originally chaired by Clem
Angstrom, initiated the publication #wian Diseasesf regional reports

) . on disease diagnoses, commencing in 1963. This practice continued for
Clement 26 years but was abandoned in 1989ofwihg complaints on data
Angstrom inaccuracy and its inappropriate use as trade barriers by foreign
governments. The 1Qyear history documents a committee chaired by
J.E. Williams directed to the feasibility of a natiormalllorum disease eradication program.
Williams reported in 1960 that industry wanted to keelprum disease control on a voluntary
basis and that a majority of hatcheries were cooperating with the National Poultry Improvement
Plan. By the 19611962 administrative year, there were 3 administeatcommittees
(membership, resolutions and nominating) and 7 ad hoc commattéssst some of which had a
rotating membershiwith specific terms fomdividual members.
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The evolution of individual committees is too complex to detaile and manydetails are
lacking. However, the following examples may be representative of the process.

It is little known that astandingcommittee orthe history ofthe AAAP was appointed 1961,
pursuant to a detailed resolutiamth HenryVan Roekelas chairhowever there is litte record

of activity until 1967when, with C. W. Barber aghair, it produced a useful d@ar history to
coincide with the 10 anniversary of the association. The Committee apparently then disbanded
but was reformed in 1975 bydrty Yoder, the 18 president, apparently at the behestvah
Roekel Initially chaired by Frank Witter, this reactivated committee proceeded to commission a
series of historical articles on avian medicine to be publishédien DiseasesThere are na

more than 22 papers in this series.

......

\\/L ; A Y
Harry Yoder J. Franklin Witter

The biography project, initiated by Dick Witter
serves todocument important persons in avie
medicineand also some ofthe critical issues of the
time. The first biography was submitted Bgrnie
Gross in December 1996.Through the efforts of
Francene Van Sambeegelectednformation on the
history of avian medicine started appearing on -
AAAP web site about 2001. More than 30
biographies were added to the web site in 20
greatly impoving the accessibility of thisxpanding
Francene Van | nhistorical resource.

Sambeek

Walter Burnham
Gross
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The history committe@lso was instrumental in the creation ofiatorical archive for AAAP

The committegthenchaired by LeeGrumbles strongly supported an archive bwas divided on

what location would be best. Charl@unningham advocatefdr Michigan State University.
Arnold Rosenwald was adamant in his support for the National Agricultural Library in Beltsville,
MD. lowa State University was inaugating historical collections fra professional
organizations andffered to provide an archival service without charge. Grumbles coolly
presided over a heated and protracted debate, with the final decision going to lowa State. This
arrangement was approved by the Board and commenc8dpitember 1989. The archives,
located in Parks Librargit lowa State University, continue to provide a convenient location for
the physical records and memorabilia of the AAAP.

Leland C. Grumbles|| Charles Cunninghani Clifford Barber Henry VanRoekel

The #Ahistoryo of t he Hi st orthe ARGAPmiNametneean says
organization or institution of note that in it§ §ear of existencand without many tangible
accomplishmentsvas cofident enoughaboutits future to start recording its historyAt least

some of the credit surely goes to HenrgrivRoekel who was the first committee chair and who
advocated foits reestablishment in the 1970s.

in 1960, and charged with assessi
research capacitgn avian tumors
Initial membership was Walter: g&
Hughes (chairman), Carl Olson, ar @
Robert  Gentry. No doubt
stimulated by industry concern
about emer ging
the committee sprung into actio
quickly. An inventory of research capacity was complet@dworkshop was heldt the Detroit
meetingin 1961, followed byanother workshop at the New York meeting in 1963.

Robert Gentry

Walter Hughes Carl Olson
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The committee was involved as AAAP-sponsored a major symposium in Georgia in 1965.
This was followed by closed workshops at the 1967 meeting in Dadthsha 1970 meeting in
Las Vegas (see later)The committee also held a workshop on histopathology of avian tumors
prior to the 1968 meeting in BostoA. major symposium was hosted at the 1971 meeting in
Detroit with a full day of invited speakers fronoand the world with the proceedings published
as a special issue #lvian Disease$vl16, April 1972) Thus, in the span of lyears, the AAAP
Leukosis Committe organized or helped organizsignificant symposia or workshops. It was a
reflection of thetimes and the dominant position of neoplastic disease in the avian disease field
but it qualifies as a historic momehtonewhere AAAP, in itsown formative years, was able to
make a differenceThe committee has continued to provide important servicspmynsoring
additional symposia and, more recently, supporting the preparation of slide study sets.

In 1977, Roland Winterfield, the P0president,
launched the Drugs and Biologics Committe
This committee, chaired for many years by Lot
van de Heide, worked to resolve a number
critical issues thabften centered on regulation
limiting the availability of certain drugs to thi
poultry industry

Roland
Winterfield

Louis van der
Heide

From time to time, AAAP has organized committees devoted to |
range planning. In998 the Board established a committee, chaired {
\}‘

Don Waldri p, to Al ook into th
main task was to manage the transition following the anticipe
retirement of Bob Eckroade, secretéiigasurer in 2003. The twc
options considered were management by individual membeeted at
universities (as hadbeen done previously) and the hiring of
professional management company. The committee recommdimel
first option and in 2002 a vote was takarnthe annual meetirtg decide
between two strong candidates. Chuck Hofacre was elected
ultimately took office in 2003.A similar committee was formed in 200
on the AFuture of AAAP, 0 chair
Don Waldrip. Although there were severalks$seeelsewhere in this
report) the committee once again addressedtmiieipatedransition following the retirement of
Chuck Hofacreand the increasing administrative load of the business oftic2007, Waldrip

on behalf of the committeeecommededthatthe Boardcreate a new administrative structure
for AAAP that included the hiring of an Executive Director with a target date for implementation
of July 2008 This recommendatiowas approvedy the Bbard Ad hoc committees such as
these have plyed an important role in dealing wispecialissues facing the AAARUpdatei

Bob Bevanglerr was hired as the first executive director in 2008.
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Not all committees succeeded in their original missiBncommittee on a diagnostic handbook
was appoined in 1961 and chaired by Erwin Jungherfhe charge wago provide printed
material on diagnostic techniqueshich wasbadly needed at the timeDespite a number of
meetings and discussionsp consensus was reached on the scope of the project amd othe
matters, and the project was abandoned in 1964.

Some committees succeedaat were discontinued when the objective was

{ fulflled. 1 n the 1980s a new field of ScCi
B emerged. In recognition of its importance, a symposiurhiotechnology,

was held at the Las Vegas meeting in 198&is symposium was organized

by an ad hoc biotechnology committee, chaired by Jagdev Sharma. The
paperswere published in the January 1986 issueAwian DiseasesA
standingcommittee on bioteaiology was formed in 1988 by Dick Witter,

30" president of AAAPwith Graham Purchase as the first chairpergeor

20 years this committee hosted workshops, symposia and other forums
designed to help educate the AAAP membership about emerging new
techndogies. An excellentsymposium chaired by Calvin Keelemwvas held in 2007 on the

occasion of the 50 anniversary celebration However, shortly thereafter (in 2009) the

commi ttee was disbanded as t hmloiigereew t echnol og

These examples illustrate the process by which committeesetimes championed by a single
individual, were formed to address important issué&/hen the missiorof a committeewas
completedjt wasdisbanded This has been an effective process which prasided a means by
which AAAP has continued to address its principal goals and objectiVidge committee
structure was reorganized in 2006 toititine number ofcore oting) membersto 810. A
board member is appointed as liaison to each commi@eenmittees are asked to write mission
statementsand several have prepared white papers on critical istueX)07 there wer@9
committees in AAAP, organized into 4 groupgConstitutional, Task Force, Education Work
Groups, and Interest Groups.

Annual Scientific Meetings . Fromits beginning, the AAAP hassedthe poultry(now

avian medicinepection of the AVMA meeting assitannual scientific meeting, amrangement

that has endured.For many members the annual meeting, along with the journal, ig th
centerpiece othe association. Total presentations increased from 13 in 1958 to 202 in 2007,

with a peak of 417 in 2003, reflecting tjoént meeting with the WVPA in DenverThe second

peak in 2006 reflected the higtumber of posterat the meetingn Hawaii. Approximately

4520 papers and posters have been presented in the last 50 years. The need to share this kind of
information is what brought us together in the first place, and keeps us coming back.
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However, the format of theneeting has evolvedThere are several significant milestones to
mention, each reflecting the input of the persons in charge of the scientific program at the time.

In 1967 Glenn Snoeyenbos and Frank Craig initiated a swigbroffered, rther than invited,
papers.The haltday sessions were increased from 2 to 5, and the number of papers nearly
tripled.

In 1978, Charlie Beard and Reed Rumsey initiated the model of-ddaymposium followed

by 5 haltday regular sessions, which preedilfor 10 years, until John Barnes and Monte
Frazier expanded the symposium to a full day, the model that continued through the first 50
years.(Update: the annual symposium returned to a half day model in 2010 in order to provide
more time for committeeewntings which are an increasingly vital part of the business of AAAP.)
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In 1980,Bob Eckroade and Dick Wittenitiated the inclusion of poster papefis initiative

was not an instant success as poster presenters had to be recruited and thehipenaseled
encouragement to read them. Eckroade and Sprout in t6@ 3@ar History note that initially

some presenters considered posters a second class option. Eckroade, recognizing that food was a
strong incentive, arranged to provide coffee anid in the poster room. As a result, many more
persons viewed the posters which ultimately became popular with presenters and attendees alike.
This part of the program has expanded from 12 posters in 1980 to a peak of 187 posters at the
2006 meetingBegn ni ng i n 1990, awards wer e ,thisawarch f or
was directed to student posters and renamed t

In 1991, Oscar Fletcher and Monte Frazier instituted dual simultaneous sessioasjeuitiling
of the number of regular papers.

Robert J. Eckroadd| Bruce StewarBrown

Oscar Fletcher Monte Frazer

In 2002, Bruce StewaBrown instituted the first Lasher History Lectur
which was presented by Steve Hitchnéys the Lasher History Lectureg
has now become something of a tradition, it
appropriate to reflect on its inception. It started in t
summer of 2001 when Bruce StewBrown first
became program committee chair. Looking for wa
to make the program ever more interesting and
offer alternatives to the hard scierafethe tradiional
program he developed an idetor a speaker to
address thehistory of avian medicine. He
approached the History Committee whicinder the -
Carol Cardona | leadership of Carol Cardonasenthusiastically| Hiram N. Lasher
supporéd the idea. As some potential speakers

would be retiredbr even from other countries, financial support was nee@sih Eckroadeas
business manageastutely recognized that there were surplus funds in the endowed fund
established by Hiram Lasher for the Cab Bottorff awdrdleed, the AAAP Foundation Board
reported in 2000 that the Bottorff fund had money available for an additional awhesh the

idea of a named lectute be funded by his prior endowmemas presented to Lasher, dnackly
agreedand has been a strong supporter of the lecture s€he8oard approved in July 2001 the
inclusion of the Hiram L. Lasher History Lecture in the scientific program, with the recipient to
be selected by the Awards Committee. In practice, however, the selection of the speaker has
remainedhe province of the Histy Committee, often with Lasher providing substantial input to
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the process(Update the Lasher History Lecture was renamed the Ladfekroade History
Lecture in 2010).

From 2004 through our #0anniversary, ale management of our
scientific programsvascontinuedby John Glissorand latetby Gregorio
Rosales From the very first, the chair of the scientific program has had
one of the most important and difficult responsibilities in the AAAP.

Annual scientific meetings of the AAAP have evolved naidyoin
structure but also in the basic nature of the communications. Rooms and
audiences are larger. Lantern and 2x2 slides have been replaced by
PowerPoint and video. But more importantly, the intensity of the
discussions has become more subdued. Tinedeof a paper used to

be a daunting experience, as the speaker could count on being taken to
task during the discussion period by the true experts in the field, who
usually gave no quarter. Bill Chase recalls his dismay at his first AAAP meetin@ dnwiiéen

speakers were ripped up and down in what he
The interrogators had different styles. Julius Fabricant and Bernard LaSallefindythces in
the first row. ARoOsyO R asdehe maetindg womldteplwtliile b e i n

Rosy made his way slowly forward to the microphone. Many others, includind.iRpgbuhl

and Henry Adler, were noted for their willingness to ask the tough questions. Walt Hughes
remembers P. P. Levnde |l as hdlgudo et Yeba¢cemmainy af
engaged in vigorous public debates would foster warm friendships in the private world.

Bernard LaSalle

Julius Fabricant Roy E. Luginbuhl

In the matter of the annualeetingand in many other arenas as well, there was a time when your
professional sector seemed to make a difference. There were generallycabegeries of
professional employmerit universities,governmenterviceand commercial industrffisted in
order of decreasing statureThose in commercial industiwyere often tre&td like second class
citizens. This attitude may have prompteah isolatedentry in the minutes of the Board of
Director s, August 1961 to the effect that neé.
discrimination toward members on a basis of typé e mp | o Fanhe papers ofrom
commercialscientists who weresometimesnot rigorously trained in thescientific arts, made
tempting targets for the ivory tower typeBortunately these biases have becolagsapparent.
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An unwritten but long undetsod policy to address this issue is the alternadfonominations
for AAAP president betweepersons withbackgroundsn industryand academia A similar
policy is used for selection of scientific program chairs.

Symposia and workshops have enricheel éimnual scientific meeting from the earliest days,
commencing with a symposium aoccidiosis at the 1963 meetingThis was followedoby

symposia on salmonellasileukosis and mycoplasmosissuccessivgears At Dallas, in 1967,

there was a memorableor k shop on | eukosis where the vira
first disclosed. Becauseof fears thathe intense interest in the topiould lead toan overflow

crowd and limit free discussiontheworkshopwas closed to all except invited pantiants. The

workshop report was presentedring the regular sessidny Bruce Calneland later published in

Avian Diseases A similar wor kshop on Mar ek 6s di s e
committee, was held in 1970 at the Las Vegas meefigk Witter, & chair of the committee

and the workshqgpfavored a closed workshop in the style used in 1967, but this was not popular

with those who would be excluded. Ultimately, Frank Crég 12th president, supported

Witter and the workshop was closedurely an inappropriate choicey modern standardgsven

though there was full reporting after the facfhis wadikely the last closedcientific meeting

sponsored by AAAP Thereis documentation cdit least 44
symposia or workshops tite annual meetigs. REPORT OF THE AAAP-SPONSORED LEUKOSIS

WORKSHOP*
Dallas, Texas, July 8-9, 1967

A number of gternal symposia have also been suppor| e s o ompie s o mjor imporane
and cesponsoredy AAAP, starting with thdamous1963 |  ficveheu

Newcastle Disease symposium in Madison, WIiSCONy . o o s st i o
organized byRobert Hanson.For this meeting, AAAP e A ) s et
appointed a planning committee @t@rk with Hanson) and
contributed $300 in support. AAAP has continued to
support external symposia, including the seveg o
International Symposia on Avian Influenza an GeEid

fact that

Il nternational Symposi a orn ar
published and distributed praedings of selected| iy
symposia. The®l nt ernati onal Syj| &b

Disease in 1996 featured a historical review of ed
achievements including interviews with promine
scientists of the 1960s, a video of which was published s s e o s o se avia, s, 7o, s 1032

AAAP. In a number oftases, AAAP has also publishe
the proceedings of such symposia.

For many years,he AAAP hasrecognizel and provided supportto the four regional avian
diseaserganizationsn the United States. These include the Northeastern Conference on Avian
Diseases, the Southern Conference on Avian Diseases, the Midwest Conference on Avian
Diseases and th@/estern PoultryDisease Conference Each of these conferences holds an
annual scientific meeting which for many years has received financial support frémAlreto

fund outside speakers
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AVMA relations and liaison . From the beginning, AAAP has been linked with AVMA

but the nature of this linkage has varied over tifhbel0-yearhistory shows that AAAP agreed

by wvoice vote in 19 %®&ild behamly remotely associaged nvithztieet i o n
AV MA . oppears that e@oncerns were present from the begin@ivey. the ensuing yearde
relationship with AVMA hasat timesbeenfractious although once in a while bright spots

emerge Initially, there wee problems in whether AVMA or AAAP would appoint the persons

to represent the poultry section on the program committee. Ultimately, it was resolved that
AAAP would send names and AVMA would select, although arrangements such as this were
easy for AVMA toforget.

Art Bickford chaired the AAAP program committee 1978 In this capacity he made many
trips to AVMA headquarters and became personally acquainted with Art Freeman anil Evere
Miller. Towards the end diis tenure, the AVMA voted to allow repesgation by allied groups

in the House of Delegates, a controversial issue for the conservative AVMA membershg. On
this was done, the allied groups were given thgoa to send two membersThis became a
volatile issue for AAAP and Art Bickford was ithe middle of the debate. One side looked at
the rocky history with AVMA and was not interested in becoming more closely involved.
Bickford championed the other view, indicating that we needed to be involved. Ultimately
AAAP accepted the AVMA offer ahsent Bickford as senior delegate and Steve Hitchner as
alternate. Bickford served as delegate in 1978 and 19790, launching an era of closer ties
with AVMA. Mo Saifand Greg Cutler aneecert AVMA delegates andhave provided important
inputs from he AAAP to AVMA policy on animal welfareand many other importangsues
Through their efforts and those of others, the AAAP is now firmly connected to the operational
and policy arm of AVMA.

Once AAAP was represented in the House of Delegates, thexe e@ely concerns about
maintaining this status. According to Art Bickford, AVMA was initially uncomfortable with the
inclusion of allied groups, but the criteria for representation was changed in 1995 and this issue
diminished in importance. Bickfordhoe s t hat t he i hgsalotvoadwithteel at i o1
fact that they (AVMA) have come to know and r

Y. M. (Mo) Saif Gregg Cutler









































































