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Introduction.   This historical account has been prepared to commemorate the 50
th
 

anniversary of the American Association of Avian Pathologists (AAAP), an organization of 

scientists who serve the poultry industry of North America and the world.  There are three 

themes.  First, the events that culminated in the establishment of the AAAP and the adoption of 

its first constitution are summarized.  In the second part, selected issues and events documenting 

the evolution of the AAAP are presented.  The final part details some personal reflections and 

wisdom gained from selected members, exemplifying the diverse personalities of the persons 

who have made this organization what it is today.  The time period is 1957-2007.  A few updates 

with more recent information are given in italics. 

 

Part 1: The Origins of the AAAP 
 

This topic is covered in the 10-year and 30-year histories but is supplemented here with 

additional information gleaned from seminal correspondence provided by Leland Grumbles and 

with notes from the authorôs personal discussions with some of the key players. 

 

Setting the stage.  In the 1950s, poultry medicine was far different than today.  The poultry 

industry was just starting to evolve, many diseases had not yet been identified, and the poultry 

health organizations were different.  The most prominent poultry disease conference was the 

Northeastern Conference on Avian Diseases, launched in 1928 to focus on bacillary white 

diarrhea (later known as Pullorum disease).  Other forums included the ñBear Mountainò Poultry 

Health Conference sponsored by Lederle Laboratories (later American Cyanamid) and the 

Conference of Research Workers in Animal Diseases.  The Western Poultry Disease Conference 

started in 1951.  In addition, there were poultry disease sections held in conjunction with the 

annual meetings of the Poultry Science Association and the American Veterinary Medical 

Association (AVMA) .  The AVMA Poultry Section was seminal to our topic.  Its program was 

typically comprised of a couple of sessions with less than a dozen papers (all by invited 

speakers) and, according to Julius Fabricant, an audience of 20-40 persons. The Poultry Section 

program was managed by the AVMA through a chairperson and secretary, appointed annually.  

The secretary for one year typically became the chairperson for the next.   

 

Veterinary specialty groups were just beginning to emerge but not without some controversy.  

The American College of Veterinary Pathologists (ACVP) was formed in 1949 but, as related to 

me by Leland Grumbles; ñseveral of the avian group had applied for charter membership but had 

been turned down.ò  This point is relevant to the AAAP, as will become clear shortly.   

 

The poultry disease group in the mid 1950s was small.  John Delaplane, P.P. Levine, Henry Van 

Roekel, William (Bill ) Hinshaw, Stephen Hitchner and Ben Pomeroy enjoyed an especially high 

level of respect.  Erwin Jungherr and Fred Beaudette were prominent scientists.  C.A. (Cab) 

Bottorff was a strong voice from industry.  A.S. (Rosy) Rosenwald was becoming established as 

an important poultry disease extension specialist.  There were also others of importance.  Many 

of these individuals worked in academic institutions, the venue where most of the poultry disease 

research was conducted.  Leland Grumbles recalled that this group did not meet each other often 

and that in most cases close personal friendships were not yet established.  This came later. 
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The idea of a national organization may have been first discussed in the early 1950s at the Bear 

Mountain meetings (sponsored by American Cyanamid).  However, serious discussion about a 

national organization probably started in 1955, and may have been stimulated in part by a letter 

from Robert F. Gordon, a prominent English poultry veterinarian, to 

Henry Van Roekel and Erwin Jungherr concerning the formation of an 

International Association of Poultry Veterinarians.  Gordon conceived the 

first step as the formation of national poultry disease associations, an 

amalgamation of which would lead to a productive international 

association.  Jungherr and Van Roekel replied with their personal support 

and a promise to discuss the matter at (no fewer than four) upcoming 

poultry meetings.  No record exists but we can presume that Jungherr and 

Van Roekel managed to spread the word.  In addition, Gordonôs efforts 

resulted in the organizational meeting of the British Veterinary Poultry 

Association in May, 1956, an event surely known to the American group.   

 

Gordonôs efforts ultimately led, in 1959, to the formation of the World Veterinary Poultry 

Association (WVPA).  The election of P.P. Levine as a vice president of WVPA further 

cemented the relation of the international organization with the American group.  These events 

are recorded in the AAAP 10-year and 30-year histories, the WVPA history authored by Peter 

Biggs, and in the minutes of a meeting of British veterinarians held in London in March, 1956.   

 

Meanwhile, the 1956 poultry section of the AVMA was chaired by Mel Hofstad with Leland 

Grumbles as secretary.  Hofstad was aware of but decided not to raise the issue of a US 

organization that year because he felt the San 

Antonio venue would not be conducive to a 

good attendance.  At the conclusion of the 

1956 meeting, Leland Grumbles became 

chairman and thus inherited the opportunity 

and responsibility for carrying forward the 

idea of a national organization.  Almost 

certainly influenced by John Delaplane, his 

mentor and department chair at Texas A&M, 

Grumbles decided to propose a formal 

discussion at the 1957 AVMA meeting in 

Cleveland.  In the fall of 1956, Grumbles (and 

Delaplane) started to put some of the pieces in 

place, including the creation of a draft constitution for a new organization.  A tribute authored by 

A.S. ñRosyò Rosenwald also credits C.A. Bottorff with a role in promoting the meeting at 

Cleveland, but other documentation of Bottorffôs role is lacking.   

 
The first steps.  The first documented activity was a letter dated February 7, 1957, from 

Grumbles to Henry Van Roekel, proposing a discussion at the upcoming AVMA meeting and 

asking Van Roekel to chair the meeting.  Grumblesô first words were ñThere has been quite a lot 

of discussion and interest in the formation of some type of organization of the poultry 

pathologists in the US.ò  A copy went to P.P. Levine.  These 3 persons, along with Delaplane 

who worked with Grumbles, were the first persons in the loop.  Both Van Roekel and Levine 

expressed some reservations.  Levine was especially adamant that the organization be open to 

both veterinarians and non-veterinarians.  Levineôs letter of reply said, ñI take a dim view of 

these small, splinter groups which have by restrictive membership clauses set themselves up as  

Leland C. Grumbles John P. Delaplane 

Robert F. Gordon 
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exclusive, tight, little unions.ò  This was one of the 

initial issues, perhaps relating from the experience of 

some poultry veterinarians with other veterinary 

specialty organizations (see earlier). Grumbles told the 

author in 1997 that Delaplane and the Texas group 

originally favored a restrictive organization whereas 

Levine, Stephen Hitchner and others favored a more 

open one.  Julius Fabricant confirmed this view.  

 

The survey.   Van Roekel suggested that Grumbles 

survey other poultry disease workers for their opinions, 

apparently wanting to establish the extent of support 

for a new organization before proceeding further.  In 

response, Grumbles mailed a brief questionnaire on 

March 18, 1957 to persons he considered to be leaders 

in the field of poultry diseases.  

There were just 3 questions: a) 

ñAre you in favor of the 

formation of an association of American poultry pathologists,  b) Do you 

plan to attend this yearôs AVMA convention in Cleveland, and c) 

éwould you attend a meeting to discuss the formation of an association 

of poultry pathologists?ò  

Grumbles received 19 

responses to his brief 

questionnaire, all 

generally positive, 

although some, like 

Levine, qualified his response by saying it 

ñdepended on the type of organization.ò  This 

was considered by Grumbles as a mandate to 

proceed. 

 

A name is proposed .  In response to Van Roekelôs questions on the 
type of organization desired, Grumbles sent Van Roekel a draft constitution 

and by-laws on February 22, 1957 to illustrate ñthe type of organization 

which the group in poultry pathology here at Texas A&M believes we 

should attempt to organize.ò  It appears that this document had already been 

drafted by Grumbles and Delaplane in the fall of 1956. Among other things, 

it was proposed that the name of the organization be the ñAmerican 

Association of Avian Pathologists.ò  Thus, the provisional choice of a name 

was clearly the work of Grumbles and Delaplane.  Grumbles then proceeded 

to organize a meeting through Dr. H.E. Kingman, Asst. Executive Secretary 

of the AVMA, to be held in conjunction with the upcoming Annual Meeting 

of the AVMA to be held in Cleveland.  The stated purpose of this meeting 

was ñto discuss the formation of an American Association of Avian 

Pathologists.ò 

 

 

 

 

P. Philip Levine 

Henry Van Roekel 
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The Cleveland meeting.   The inaugural meeting of the AAAP 

occurred on August 20, 1957, in Private Dining Room 31 of the 

Cleveland Hotel.  This meeting was attended by 41 persons, considered 

a very good attendance for the time. Since Van Roekel had declined the 

invitation to be chair, Grumbles conducted the meeting.  Leland 

Grumbles was elected chairperson and Harold Chute was elected 

secretary of this interim group (referred to by Grumbles as the 

ñtemporary organizationò). At this moment, the fledgling organization 

became administratively separated from the AVMA poultry section, 

which was led in 1957 by Grumbles and Levine, who were appointed by 

the AVMA .   

 

The group decided that an organizational committee should prepare a constitution and finalize 

other details for presentation at the 1958 meeting in Philadelphia.  Grumbles appointed an 

organizational committee consisting of Van Roekel, J.F. Sullivan, B.S. Pomeroy, S.B. Hitchner, 

John Delaplane and A.S. Rosenwald as members.  This committee met in Cleveland and elected 

Van Roekel as chair (interestingly, Van Roekel was not present when this occurred).  The 

makeup of this committee was strategic ï it represented all 4 geographic regions of the United 

States as well as university, industry and government.  Rosenwald did not attend the Cleveland 

meeting, but recalls Henry Adler telling him afterwards in California that ñsomething got started 

that you would be interested in.ò  Chute remembers submitting the list of attendees at the 

Cleveland meeting to Grumbles, but inadvertently leaving his own name off much to his 

embarrassment.   

 

The broad representation of employment types at the Cleveland meeting foretold the dedication 

of the subsequent AAAP to professional diversity, a characteristic no doubt related to its success.  

Of the 41 participants, 17% were from government, 44% from universities and 39% from 

commercial and other interests.     

 

The official report of this meeting, prepared by Grumbles, was published in the October 15, 1957 

edition of the AVMA journal.  The title of the report was ñReport of a Meeting to Discuss the 

Formation of an American Association of Avian Pathologists.ò 

 

The organizing comm ittee.   John Delaplane died unexpectedly in September 1957 and 

at Van Roekelôs request was replaced on the organizing committee by Grumbles.  Harold Chute 

served as secretary for the temporary organization as well as for the organizing committee.  

Although Grumbles was the chair of the provisional organization, Van Roekel was chair of the 

committee charged with preparation of a constitution and thus had most of the responsibility.  

Van Roekel twice convened meetings of his committee, first in Chicago, Illinois on November 

30, 1957.  The other was in East Lansing, Michigan on May 26 and 27, 1958.  No records 

survive on what was discussed at these meetings.  A letter from H.E. Kingman explained the 

three options for affiliation with the AVMA, and suggested that affiliation as an allied 

organization would probably be most appropriate.     

 

 

 

 

 

Harold L. Chute 
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The draft constitution.   The work of the organizing committee was to prepare a draft 

constitution.  At the conclusion of its work, the committee submitted a constitution and by-laws 

that was essentially identical to the draft constitution originally prepared by Grumbles more than 

a year earlier; the principal changes were that the president and vice-president were not to be ex-

officio members of the nominating committee and that the members required for a quorum was 

lowered from 20 to 15, and that certain sections originally considered part of the constitution 

were moved to by-laws.  Considering the scope and importance of this document, these were 

trivial changes indeed.   

 

Among the important provisions of this constitution was the establishment of 5 objectives of the 

organization: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, it established a 15 year experience requirement for charter membership, specified 

that members be members of AVMA, and that an annual meeting would be held in conjunction 

with the annual AVMA meeting.  Membership was open to all who had 3 years of experience in 

the field of avian diseases.  Non-veterinarians were accepted as associate members.  Although 

not expressly stated, the organization was obviously conceived to be an allied organization of the 

AVMA.  

 

The Philadelphia meeting .  The next meeting, now considered to be the first annual 

meeting of the AAAP, was held in Philadelphia in conjunction with the 1958 AVMA meeting.  It 

was attended by at least 37 persons.  Steve Hitchner presented the committeeôs work, as Van 

Roekel could not attend.  Pursuant to a motion prepared by the organizing committee, the group 

voted to adopt the constitution and by-laws, and to elect the 12 persons 

in attendance with 15 years experience in poultry diseases as charter 

members, as specified in the new constitution. The organization was 

thus established.  The charter members then convened to accept 25 

others in attendance as members or associate members.  Fifteen 

additional charter and 47 other members were accepted throughout the 

next 12 months.  Thus, we can consider the 99 members accepted prior 

to the 1959 meeting, (names listed in the 30-year history and in the 

book: ñCelebrating the first 50 Yearsò), as the Original (or Founding) 

Members of the AAAP.  Also at this meeting, Ben Pomeroy, Erwin 

Jungherr and Morris Cover were duly elected as president, vice 

president and secretary-treasurer, respectively.  The AAAP was 

launched.  

 

Stephen B. Hitchner 

1. To provide an organization for the promotion of mutual interest of those 

persons engaged in the field of avian diseases.  

2. To stimulate scie ntific progress in avian pathology.  

3. To encourage adequate training in poultry diseases and management in 

schools of veterinary medicine.  

4. To encourage graduate and other forms of advanced training in avian 

diseases. 

5. To encourage the publication of a scienti fic journal on avian diseases.  
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Board of Directors.   The original constitution failed to provide for a Board of Directors.  

However, as detailed in the 30-year history, the Board of Directors derived from the realization 

by Morris Cover that such a Board was needed in order for the organization to officially 

incorporate in the State of Delaware.  The first Board was established at the 1959 Meeting in 

Kansas City.  Four districts were defined (Western, Eastern, Southern, and Central) with one 

board member from each district.  The first board members were A.S. Rosenwald (Western), P.P. 

Levine (Eastern), A.I. Flowers (Southern) and M.S. Hofstad (Central).  Two at-Large Directors 

were added to the Board in 1961.  Beginning in 1968 the Board was enlarged again to include 

the President Ex-Officio (Past President).  These important actions served to formally recognize 

the geographic diversity of the organization and provide a decision-making body that has served 

the organization well for its first 50 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morris S. Cover 

Secretary 

Erwin Jungherr 

Vice president 
Benjamin S. Pomeroy 

1
st
 president 

Archie I. Flowers Arnold S. (Rosy) 

Rosenwald 
Melvin S. Hofstad 
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Part 2.  Accomplishments and evolution of the AAAP  
 

We now will review the accomplishments and evolution of the organization for several areas of 

special interest. 

 

The AAAP, as described in the constitution and by-laws of 2008, is ñorganized exclusively for 

charitable, scientific, educational and other exempt purposes described in Section 501©(6) of the 

Internal Revenue Code.ò   Although the 1957 Constitution indicates the organization shall be 

incorporated in Illinois, the AAAP was incorporated in the state of Delaware in January 1960.  

Interestingly, the articles of incorporation provided for a provisional board of directors composed 

of Morris Cover, C.A. Bottorff and William J. Benton, to be replaced by a permanent board to be 

elected after the effective date of the act of incorporation. Since the permanent board appeared to 

have been elected at the 2
nd

 annual meeting in 1959, the wording in the document of 

incorporation must have preceded this date and it is doubtful if the provisional board ever served. 

In 1963 the AAAP approved several amendments to the articles of incorporation, which are 

reflected in the certificate of amendment filed in August, 1971. 

 

Objectives and Mission  of the AAAP.  The five objects of 

AAAP, as defined in the original constitution (see earlier), have remained 

virtually unchanged for 50 years.  The focus was on the advancement of 

science, training and education, and publishing a journal.  The first issue 

of Avian Diseases was published in May 1957, 3 months before the 

organizational meeting of the AAAP in Cleveland.  Since there is no 

indication that a second major journal was ever anticipated, one can 

presume that AAAP intended to assume responsibility for Avian Diseases 

from the very first.  Indeed, Grumbles mentions in a February 1957 letter 

to Van Roekel, that Levine was already anticipating the transfer of the 

journal to the new organization.  Interestingly, the AAAP citation 

presented to Levine in 1974 on the occasion of his election to Life 

Membership states ñthe fact that Avian Diseases needed sponsorship after 

gaining a strong foothold was one of the key motivating forces behind the creation of the 

AAAP.ò  Although one may dispute the ñstrong footholdò issue based on the chronology of 

events (see above), the role of the journal as one of the motivating factors for creation of the 

AAAP seems clear. Birch McMurray, the 29
th
 president, recalls a vigorous discussion led by 

Levine at the Kansas City meeting in 1959 on whether AAAP should adopt the new journal, 

making this issue one of the first to be addressed by the new organization.  

The symbiotic relationship between AAAP and Avian Diseases is described 

in detail in the 2006 Lasher History Lecture authored 

by Bruce Calnek.   

 

Bob Owen, the 48
th
 president, and Chuck Hofacre 

initiated in 2006 a thorough review of the objectives of 

the organization.  One of the initiatives was to develop 

a mission statement as it appeared, interestingly, that 

AAAP had never adopted one.  Thus, as the first half 

century was coming to a close, vision and mission 

statements for the AAAP were in the process of being drafted by Mick 

Fulton, with help from Bob Owen and Chuck Hofacre. 

Birch McMurray 

Robert Owen 

Richard 

(Mick) Fulton 
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Administrative Management.   The administrative system was typical, with a rotating 

president, a Board of Directors and a secretary-treasurer.  Vice presidents 

have become presidents except for Erwin Jungherr (in 1959) and Henry 

Adler (in 1961) who did not. Presidents have served for a single year except 

for Stan Kleven, who served part of Reed Rumseyôs term as well as his 

own. 

 

Business was conducted at an annual business meeting in association with 

the scientific sessions.  Increasingly, however, the real management of the 

association was accomplished by the Board of Directors along with the 

secretary-treasurer, who tended to have an extended term and who was in 

the best position to provide continuity.  Things started to change in 1960 

when AAAP took on the responsibility for Avian Diseases.  The secretary-treasurer then 

assumed the additional title of Business Manager of Avian Diseases, which was initially 

conceived as a separate job but which later blended together.  By the end of the decade, AAAP 

had also assumed responsibility for Diseases of Poultry and the association had become a 

business.   

 

Morris Cover, the first secretary-treasurer of AAAP and the first business manager of Avian 

Diseases, served only through 1961 but the complexities and stresses of this job were already 

becoming apparent.  In his final 1961 report, Cover recommended that a ñregular office be 

established for the AAAP and Avian Diseases.  By this I mean a special space be set aside where 

a part-time secretary can be stationedé..If our subscriptions increase to 1200 or more then it will 

require a half-time secretary continuously through the year.ò  A dedicated office became the 

standard for the AAAP business office as the magnitude of the work steadily increased.   

 

Cover was followed by Glenn Snoeyenbos (1961-1970), Charles F. Hall (1970-1982), Robert J. 

Eckroade (1982-2003) and Charles L. Hofacre (2003-    ). These five individuals were critically 

involved with the organizationôs business and guided its evolution and development.  AAAP is 

fortunate to have had such dedicated and capable persons serve in this key role.  However, none 

of these persons worked alone.  Each had capable assistants who provided many of the day-to-

day interactions with members, often attended our annual meetings, and became good friends 

and colleagues.  Frances Hicks worked with Charlie Hall, Alicia Brown (initially) and Kimberly 

Sprout assisted Bob Eckroade, and Sue Clanton (with help from Jack Clanton) helped Chuck 

Hofacre.  In addition, the critical role played by the respective host institutions in providing the 

time and facilities that allowed our secretary-treasurers to 

function must also be acknowledged.  However, this model 

proved to be difficult to sustain as it became increasingly 

difficult for a person to provide management for AAAP and 

maintain a professional career. As the first half century was 

coming to a close in 2007, Chuck Hofacre led the AAAP to a 

difficult but important decision to contract for business 

management services to substantially assist current and future 

secretary-treasurers in their work.  The management system in 

the second 50-year period will have a new look. 

 

Photographs of all 5 secretary-treasurers and some of the assistants are included in the 50-year 

Celebration Book. 

Sue and Jack Clanton 

Stanley Kleven 
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The business office itself has also evolved over the years.  As detailed in the Eckroade and 

Sprout history, originally all information from the business office moved through the US mail 

system.  In 1982 the addresses were affixed with an address-o-graph machine, utilizing metal 

plates individually embossed with the information for a single person.  The age of personal 

computers started in the mid 1980s and by the end of that decade the AAAP business office was 

printing mailing labels from an electronic database.  Financial records were shifted to an 

electronic format.  Ultimately, AAAP even began accepting payments via credit cards.  In 2005, 

through the efforts of Chuck Hofacre and Sue Clanton, a comprehensive book of Standard 

Operating Procedures was established and is updated on a continuing basis. 

 

The personal computer was followed by the advent of the World Wide Web in the mid 1990s.  

Email became the method for communications, albeit grudgingly for many of the old timers. By 

1999 the Board agreed to ñlook intoò sending the newsletter by email, and by 2000 members 

could receive newsletters by email if they requested it.  However, this was not common practice 

until 2003.  Another major change was the implementation in 2006 of 

electronic voting, which required a change in the by-laws. 

 

The first web site for AAAP was established in 1997 at Iowa State 

University through the efforts of Don Reynolds and the new 

Electronic Information Committee.  In 1999, a listserve feature 

(AAAPNET) was added, but the Board voted not to post newsletters 

or directory information on the web site.  The web site was moved to 

the University of Pennsylvania in 2001 and was henceforth managed 

by the business office.  The web site was professionally redesigned in 

2007, improving access to information along with a more attractive 

and functional layout and a members-only section. 

 

From the beginning, the business office surely maintained a list of members with addresses and 

other contact information.  However, for many years this information was not readily available to 

other members.  Charlie Hall credits his assistant, Frances Hicks, with the idea of a membership 

directory which was published for the first time in 1976.  As this information proved to be 

valuable to the membership, directories continued to be produced and in the 2000s the 

information became available through the web site. 

 

Newsletters.   The first newsletter was prepared 

and distributed by Charlie Hall in July 1971.  Since 

then newsletters were produced 2-4 times per year 

(typically Spring and Fall) and have proved to be an 

excellent vehicle for informing the membership of 

important developments.  Also, important 

documents such as annual reports and committee 

reports are often imbedded in newsletters.  

Originally duplicated on a mimeograph machine 

and distributed by mail, newsletters beginning in 

the year 2000 have been communicated 

electronically.  Records indicate that through 2007, 

at least 92 newsletters have been produced. 

 

 

 

 

Donald Reynolds 
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Name of the Organization.   As has been mentioned previously, the name American 

Association of Avian Pathologists was proposed in the draft constitution 

prepared by Grumbles in the fall of 1956 and communicated to Van 

Roekel and Levine in March 1957.  This name was kept as part of the 

revised constitution prepared by the organizing committee and was 

affirmed by acceptance of the constitution in August 1958.  The 10-year 

history indicates a voice vote at the 1959 meeting that the present name 

of the association should be retained.  This also indicates there may have 

been some who favored an alternative nomenclature.  Bob Eckroade 

recalls a conversation with an AVMA official about an early letter, 

apparently from an outside organization, complaining about the use of 

the word ñpathologistò in our name.  This issue continues to be raised.  

In 1998 and again in 2002 the Board rejected proposals to change the 

name of the organization.     Bob Owen, the 48
th
 president, on the basis of a membership survey 

conducted in 2006, appointed a committee chaired by John Smith, to study once again whether 

the name of the organization should be changed.  In 2007, on the basis of Smithôs comprehensive 

report and recommendation, the Board once again voted for no change.  There is agreement that 

the term ñpathologistò no longer communicates the nature of the organization but tradition and 

other considerations seem to outweigh the need for a change in nomenclature, at least so far. 

 

Dues and Finance.  Dues and finances have increased dramatically over the years, 

increasing the complexity of the association and reflecting the increased number of services 

provided to members and others.  Dues have increased from $5 in 1958 to $170 in 2007. Dick 

Witter remembers that when he joined the AAAP in 1963, he was assessed annual dues of $8 

along with a $5 initiation fee ï a good bargain for a poor graduate student.  The financial 

condition of the organization has traditionally been strong, and continues to be so ï surely a 

reflection on its dedicated and competent management over the years. 

 

Membership .  Initially, there were just 3 classes of members (Charter Members, Members 

and Associate Members) but this increased with time to a total of 9 categories in 2007.  Members 

must be a permanent resident of one of the five districts, be a graduate of a veterinary college 

and, if a resident of the USA, be a member of the AVMA. 

 

The category of honorary member is of some interest. These were persons who 

did not work in the poultry disease field directly but had made significant 

contributions.  During the first 50 years only five persons were elected to this 

category of membership.  First elected, in 1965, were H. E. Biester and L. H. 

Schwarte, faculty members at Iowa State University who edited the first 5 

editions of Diseases of Poultry.  Also elected were Joe Beard and Dottie 

Beard, a husband-wife team who worked on avian tumor viruses at Duke 

University.  Interestingly, Henry Van Roekel was elected as the fifth honorary 

member in 1968.  According to Charlie Hall, Van Roekel resigned from 

AAAP due to a personal matter but was elected an honorary member to insure 

that his name would continue to be on the membership roles, in recognition of 

his many contributions.  (Update: David Espeseth was elected to honorary membership in 2010.) 

 

Total paid membership of the AAAP increased sharply in the early years and reached 500 in the 

1970s but since the early 1990s has been relatively stable, varying between 700 and 900 (812 in 

2007).  Of the total membership in 2007, about 58% are members, 19% are associate members, 

John Smith 

Dorothy and 

Joseph Beard 
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10% are retired, 2% are life members, 4% are student members, and 7% are international 

associate members.  Gender, ethnic and geographic diversity was notably lacking in 1957, but 

has evolved in recent years.  A survey completed in 1962 showed about half of the 144 members 

were from universities and other institutions, followed by commercial (22%), state (14%), 

federal (12%) and private practice (4%).  Although no recent survey is available, substantial 

change in membership distribution by employment category surely has occurred. 

From the early days, it was evident that persons living outside the United States and Canada 

should be eligible for membership in the AAAP.  In 1975, the geographic boundaries of the 

Western region of the AAAP were expanded to include Mexico.  Later, the International Region 

of the AAAP was established to include countries south of Mexico and countries not in the 

Americas.  Also, the category of international associate member was established. 

 
Charlie Hall credits Pedro Villegas with the idea of publishing Spanish translations of abstracts 

in Avian Diseases, which commenced in 1984 in order to reach out to poultry health specialists 

in Central and South America ï an effort that continues to be appreciated by our Spanish- and 

Portuguese-speaking colleagues.  Villegas convinced Dave Anderson, the editor of the journal, 

that the idea had merit and at the beginning personally prepared all the translations.  He later 

recruited his bilingual graduate students to help, but still checked and corrected every abstract 

from 1984 through 2006 when others took on this responsibility.  In Pedroôs words, ñI had to 

correct them, after which I returned them to the translator with marks in red.  The students used 

to say that they received the corrections `bleeding`.ò  This Herculean effort over the years surely 

advanced the international appeal of the AAAP (and no doubt increased the circulation of the 

journal). 
 
During the first half century, the number of female members increased from zero to 215.  It is 

likely that the first female member of AAAP was Jean Hagan, a veterinarian who was director of  

Cornell Universityôs Poultry Diagnostic Laboratory at Oneonta, NY from about 1957, but the 

critical records are lacking.  Eva Wallner-Pendelton was the first female board member (in 1991)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

followed by Pat Wakenell, Beth Krushinskie, Louise 

Dufour-Zavala, Ching Ching Wu and Patty Dunn.  

Beth Krushinskie and Pat Wakenell also served as 

presidents of AAAP.  Patty Dunn also served as an 

important liaison between the board and the history 

committee.   

 

 

Eva Wallner-Pendelton Jean Hagan Patricia Wakenell Beth Krushinskie 

Ching Ching Wu Patty Dunn 
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The number of Latin American members increased 

from one to 113 during this period.  Salvador Baz 

from Mexico City was an 

original member of AAAP.  

Celedonio Garrido and Gabriel 

Galvan were early members from 

Mexico.  Ben Lucio was the first 

Hispanic board member.  ñRosyò 

Rosenwald and Pedro Villegas 

were strong supporters of Latin 

American membership.  Isabel 

Gimeno is evidence that the ñLatinò group has extended to Spain and 

beyond. 

 

 

The number of Canadian members increased from 1 to 61 during this period.  Chris Bigland was 

an original member.  John Lancaster was a board member. Craig Riddell served as board 

member and president.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life membership is a special category to which members upon entering 

retirement and who have made distinguished contributions to the 

profession and the AAAP can be elected by the Board of Directors.  The 

first life members, elected in 1970, were Bill Hinshaw, a prominent early 

poultry pathologist credited with some of the earliest ideas about a 

national organization, and C. A. Bottorff, who organized the Bear 

Mountain Conferences sponsored by American Cyanamid where ideas 

about a national organization took root.  By 2007, a total of 55 persons 

had been elected to this category of membership.  

 

 

 

Benjamin Lucio 

Craig Riddell John Lancaster Chris Bigland 

William Hinshaw 

Isabel Gimeno 

Celedonio 

Garrido 
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Professional Advancement.   From the first, the AAAP was concerned about the 

professional advancement of its members.   This concern focused both on 

education and job opportunities.  One of the earliest committees dating to 

1961 and chaired by Albert Kleckner was dedicated to a review of post 

graduate education.  The 1963 report recognized the paucity of well-

trained veterinarians in poultry clinical practice and advocated 

postdoctoral training programs.  The extensive 1965 report further 

described the need for practical residency programs in diagnostics and 

field disease control under approved supervision.  The report 

recommended that training programs should be established at institutions 

with a diverse staff and formal teaching programs, and that a certificate 

of completion should be awarded. By 1967, the committee name had 

changed to Committee on Continuing Education in Avian Diseases, chaired by Jack Tumlin. It 

seems likely that this initiative by AAAP helped, directly or indirectly, stimulate the formation of 

now well-known residency and other postgraduate training programs in several major 

universities. 

 

Another early committee was appointed to establish a placement service.  Under the leadership 

of George J. Christie, a ñstrictly confidential placement serviceò was announced in the May 1965 

issue of Avian Diseases.  No data have been found to indicate how frequently this service was 

utilized.  Employment opportunities continued to be placed in the newsletters and, more recently, 

on the AAAP web site. 

 

 

Committees .  From the first, the AAAP sought to accomplish its 

work through the efforts of committees.  Many details have been lost, but 

committee work can be traced at least to 1959 with the appointment by 

president Henry Van Roekel of committees on  

(1) evaluation of veterinary poultry pathology 

programs with Henry Adler, Harold Chute and 

others (2) evaluation of the Poultry Inspection 

Act, with Walter Sadler and others (3) Pullorum 

disease eradication with Ben Pomeroy, J.E. 

Williams and others, and (4) industrial relations 

(focus on diagnostic service) with Erwin 

Jungherr and others.  A further committee, originally chaired by Clem 

Angstrom, initiated the publication in Avian Diseases of regional reports 

on disease diagnoses, commencing in 1963.  This practice continued for 

26 years but was abandoned in 1989 following complaints on data 

inaccuracy and its inappropriate use as trade barriers by foreign 

governments.  The 10-year history documents a committee chaired by 

J.E. Williams directed to the feasibility of a national pullorum disease eradication program.  

Wil liams reported in 1960 that industry wanted to keep pullorum disease control on a voluntary 

basis and that a majority of hatcheries were cooperating with the National Poultry Improvement 

Plan.  By the 1961-1962 administrative year, there were 3 administrative committees 

(membership, resolutions and nominating) and 7 ad hoc committees at least some of which had a 

rotating membership with specific terms for individual members. 

 

J.E.  Williams 

Clement  

Angstrom 

Jack T. Tumlin 
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The evolution of individual committees is too complex to detail here, and many details are 

lacking.  However, the following examples may be representative of the process.   

 

 

It is little known that a standing committee on the history of the AAAP was appointed in 1961, 

pursuant to a detailed resolution, with Henry Van Roekel as chair, however, there is little record 

of activity until 1967 when, with C. W. Barber as chair, it produced a useful 10-year history to 

coincide with the 10
th
 anniversary of the association.  The Committee apparently then disbanded 

but was reformed in 1975 by Harry Yoder, the 18
th
 president, apparently at the behest of Van 

Roekel.  Initially chaired by Frank Witter, this reactivated committee proceeded to commission a 

series of historical articles on avian medicine to be published in Avian Diseases. There are now 

more than 22 papers in this series.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The biography project, initiated by Dick Witter, 

serves to document important persons in avian 

medicine and also some of the critical issues of the 

time.  The first biography was submitted by Bernie 

Gross in December 1996.  Through the efforts of 

Francene Van Sambeek, selected information on the 

history of avian medicine started appearing on the 

AAAP web site about 2001.  More than 30 

biographies were added to the web site in 2007, 

greatly improving the accessibility of this expanding 

historical resource. 

 

J. Franklin Witter Harry Yoder Richard L. Witter 

Walter Burnham 

Gross 

Francene Van 

Sambeek 
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The history committee also was instrumental in the creation of a historical archive for AAAP.  

The committee, then chaired by Lee Grumbles, strongly supported an archive but was divided on 

what location would be best.  Charlie Cunningham advocated for Michigan State University.  

Arnold Rosenwald was adamant in his support for the National Agricultural Library in Beltsville, 

MD.  Iowa State University was inaugurating historical collections from professional 

organizations and offered to provide an archival service without charge.  Grumbles coolly 

presided over a heated and protracted debate, with the final decision going to Iowa State.  This 

arrangement was approved by the Board and commenced in September 1989.  The archives, 

located in Parks Library at Iowa State University, continue to provide a convenient location for 

the physical records and memorabilia of the AAAP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ñhistoryò of the History Committee says something about the AAAP.  Name me an 

organization or institution of note that in its 3
rd

 year of existence and without many tangible 

accomplishments was confident enough about its future to start recording its history.  At least 

some of the credit surely goes to Henry Van Roekel who was the first committee chair and who 

advocated for its reestablishment in the 1970s. 

 

 

The leukosis committee (now avian 

tumor virus committee) was formed 

in 1960, and charged with assessing 

research capacity on avian tumors.  

Initial membership was Walter 

Hughes (chairman), Carl Olson, and 

Robert Gentry.  No doubt 

stimulated by industry concerns 

about emerging Marekôs disease, 

the committee sprung into action 

quickly.  An inventory of research capacity was completed.  A workshop was held at the Detroit 

meeting in 1961, followed by another workshop at the New York meeting in 1963.   

Robert Gentry Carl Olson Walter Hughes 

Charles Cunningham Clifford Barber Henry Van Roekel Leland C. Grumbles 
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The committee was involved as AAAP co-sponsored a major symposium in Georgia in 1965.  

This was followed by closed workshops at the 1967 meeting in Dallas and the 1970 meeting in 

Las Vegas (see later).  The committee also held a workshop on histopathology of avian tumors 

prior to the 1968 meeting in Boston. A major symposium was hosted at the 1971 meeting in 

Detroit with a full day of invited speakers from around the world with the proceedings published 

as a special issue of Avian Diseases (v16, April 1972).  Thus, in the span of 10 years, the AAAP 

Leukosis Committee organized or helped organize 7 significant symposia or workshops.  It was a 

reflection of the times and the dominant position of neoplastic disease in the avian disease field, 

but it qualifies as a historic moment ï one where AAAP, in its own formative years, was able to 

make a difference. The committee has continued to provide important service by sponsoring 

additional symposia and, more recently, supporting the preparation of slide study sets.   

 

 

In 1977, Roland Winterfield, the 20
th
 president, 

launched the Drugs and Biologics Committee.  

This committee, chaired for many years by Louis 

van der Heide, worked to resolve a number of 

critical issues that often centered on regulations 

limiting the availability of certain drugs to the 

poultry industry.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From time to time, AAAP has organized committees devoted to long 

range planning.  In 1998 the Board established a committee, chaired by 

Don Waldrip,  to ñlook into the best way to run the organization.ò  The 

main task was to manage the transition following the anticipated 

retirement of Bob Eckroade, secretary-treasurer in 2003.  The two 

options considered were management by individual members located at 

universities (as had been done previously) and the hiring of a 

professional management company.  The committee recommended the 

first option and in 2002 a vote was taken at the annual meeting to decide 

between two strong candidates.  Chuck Hofacre was elected and 

ultimately took office in 2003.  A similar committee was formed in 2006 

on the ñFuture of AAAP,ò chaired by Owen along with John Smith and 

Don Waldrip.  Although there were several tasks (see elsewhere in this 

report) the committee once again addressed the anticipated transition following the retirement of 

Chuck Hofacre and the increasing administrative load of the business office.  In 2007, Waldrip, 

on behalf of the committee, recommended that the Board create a new administrative structure 

for AAAP that included the hiring of an Executive Director with a target date for implementation 

of July 2008.  This recommendation was approved by the Board.  Ad hoc committees such as 

these have played an important role in dealing with special issues facing the AAAP. (Update ï 

Bob Bevans-Kerr was hired as the first executive director in 2008.) 

 

Donald Waldrip 

Roland 

Winterfield 

Louis van der 

Heide 
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Not all committees succeeded in their original mission.  A committee on a diagnostic handbook 

was appointed in 1961 and chaired by Erwin Jungherr.  The charge was to provide printed 

material on diagnostic techniques, which was badly needed at the time.  Despite a number of 

meetings and discussions, no consensus was reached on the scope of the project and other 

matters, and the project was abandoned in 1964. 

 

Some committees succeeded but were discontinued when the objective was 

fulfilled.  In the 1980s a new field of science, termed ñbiotechnology,ò 

emerged.  In recognition of its importance, a symposium on biotechnology, 

was held at the Las Vegas meeting in 1985.  This symposium was organized 

by an ad hoc biotechnology committee, chaired by Jagdev Sharma.   The 

papers were published in the January 1986 issue of Avian Diseases. A 

standing committee on biotechnology was formed in 1988 by Dick Witter, 

30
th
 president of AAAP, with Graham Purchase as the first chairperson.  For 

20 years this committee hosted workshops, symposia and other forums 

designed to help educate the AAAP membership about emerging new 

technologies.  An excellent symposium, chaired by Calvin Keeler, was held in 2007 on the 

occasion of the 50
th
 anniversary celebration.  However, shortly thereafter (in 2009) the 

committee was disbanded as the ñnew technologiesò of the 1980s were no longer new. 

 

These examples illustrate the process by which committees, sometimes championed by a single 

individual, were formed to address important issues.  When the mission of a committee was 

completed, it was disbanded.  This has been an effective process which has provided a means by 

which AAAP has continued to address its principal goals and objectives.  The committee 

structure was reorganized in 2006 to limit the number of core (voting) members to 8-10.  A 

board member is appointed as liaison to each committee.  Committees are asked to write mission 

statements and several have prepared white papers on critical issues. In 2007 there were 29 

committees in AAAP, organized into 4 groups ï Constitutional, Task Force, Education Work 

Groups, and Interest Groups. 

 

Annual Scientific Meetings .  From its beginning, the AAAP has used the poultry (now 

avian medicine) section of the AVMA meeting as its annual scientific meeting, an arrangement 

that has endured.  For many members, the annual meeting, along with the journal, is the 

centerpiece of the association.  Total presentations increased from 13 in 1958 to 202 in 2007, 

with a peak of 417 in 2003, reflecting the joint meeting with the WVPA in Denver.  The second 

peak in 2006 reflected the high number of posters at the meeting in Hawaii.  Approximately 

4520 papers and posters have been presented in the last 50 years.  The need to share this kind of 

information is what brought us together in the first place, and keeps us coming back. 

Calvin Keeler 
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However, the format of the meeting has evolved.  There are several significant milestones to 

mention, each reflecting the input of the persons in charge of the scientific program at the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1967, Glenn Snoeyenbos and Frank Craig initiated a switch to proffered, rather than invited, 

papers. The half-day sessions were increased from 2 to 5, and the number of papers nearly 

tripled. 

 

In 1978, Charlie Beard and Reed Rumsey initiated the model of a half-day symposium followed 

by 5 half-day regular sessions, which prevailed for 10 years, until John Barnes and Monte 

Frazier expanded the symposium to a full day, the model that continued through the first 50 

years. (Update: the annual symposium returned to a half day model in 2010 in order to provide 

more time for committee meetings which are an increasingly vital part of the business of AAAP.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn Snoeyenbos Frank Craig Charles Beard John Barnes 
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In 1980, Bob Eckroade and Dick Witter initiated the inclusion of poster papers. This initiative 

was not an instant success as poster presenters had to be recruited and the membership needed 

encouragement to read them.  Eckroade and Sprout in the 30-50 Year History note that initially 

some presenters considered posters a second class option.  Eckroade, recognizing that food was a 

strong incentive, arranged to provide coffee and rolls in the poster room. As a result, many more 

persons viewed the posters which ultimately became popular with presenters and attendees alike.  

This part of the program has expanded from 12 posters in 1980 to a peak of 187 posters at the 

2006 meeting. Beginning in 1990, awards were given for the ñbestò posters.  In 2000, this award 

was directed to student posters and renamed the A.S, ñRosyò Rosenwald Student Poster Award. 

 

In 1991, Oscar Fletcher and Monte Frazier instituted dual simultaneous sessions, with a doubling 

of the number of regular papers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2002, Bruce Stewart-Brown instituted the first Lasher History Lecture, 

which was presented by Steve Hitchner.  As the Lasher History Lecture 

has now become something of a tradition, it is 

appropriate to reflect on its inception.  It started in the 

summer of 2001 when Bruce Stewart-Brown first 

became program committee chair.  Looking for ways 

to make the program ever more interesting and to 

offer alternatives to the hard science of the traditional 

program, he developed an idea for a speaker to 

address the history of avian medicine.  He 

approached the History Committee which, under the 

leadership of Carol Cardona, enthusiastically 

supported the idea.  As some potential speakers 

would be retired or even from other countries, financial support was needed.  Bob Eckroade as 

business manager astutely recognized that there were surplus funds in the endowed fund 

established by Hiram Lasher for the Cab Bottorff award.  Indeed, the AAAP Foundation Board 

reported in 2000 that the Bottorff fund had money available for an additional award. When the 

idea of a named lecture to be funded by his prior endowment was presented to Lasher, he quickly 

agreed and has been a strong supporter of the lecture series. The Board approved in July 2001 the 

inclusion of the Hiram L. Lasher History Lecture in the scientific program, with the recipient to 

be selected by the Awards Committee.  In practice, however, the selection of the speaker has 

remained the province of the History Committee, often with Lasher providing substantial input to 

Hiram N.  Lasher Carol Cardona 

Bruce Stewart-Brown Robert J. Eckroade Monte Frazier Oscar Fletcher 
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the process. (Update: the Lasher History Lecture was renamed the Lasher-Eckroade History 

Lecture in 2010). 

 

From 2004 through our 50
th
 anniversary, able management of our 

scientific programs was continued by John Glisson and later by Gregorio 

Rosales.  From the very first, the chair of the scientific program has had 

one of the most important and difficult responsibilities in the AAAP. 

 

Annual scientific meetings of the AAAP have evolved not only in 

structure but also in the basic nature of the communications.  Rooms and 

audiences are larger. Lantern and 2x2 slides have been replaced by 

PowerPoint and video. But more importantly, the intensity of the 

discussions has become more subdued.  The delivery of a paper used to 

be a daunting experience, as the speaker could count on being taken to 

task during the discussion period by the true experts in the field, who 

usually gave no quarter.  Bill Chase recalls his dismay at his first AAAP meeting in 1970 when 

speakers were ripped up and down in what he considered to be ña most uncivilized manner.ò  

The interrogators had different styles.  Julius Fabricant and Bernard LaSalle would find places in 

the first row.  ñRosyò Rosenwald would be in the far back and the meeting would stop while 

Rosy made his way slowly forward to the microphone.  Many others, including Roy Luginbuhl 

and Henry Adler, were noted for their willingness to ask the tough questions.  Walt Hughes 

remembers P.P. Levine as ñquiet, acerbic and lethal.ò  Yet, many of the same people who 

engaged in vigorous public debates would foster warm friendships in the private world.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the matter of the annual meeting and in many other arenas as well, there was a time when your 

professional sector seemed to make a difference.  There were generally three categories of 

professional employment ï universities, government service and commercial industry (listed in 

order of decreasing stature).  Those in commercial industry were often treated like second class 

citizens.  This attitude may have prompted an isolated entry in the minutes of the Board of 

Directors, August 1961 to the effect that ñé.care should be exercised to prevent favoritism or 

discrimination toward members on a basis of type of employment.ò  Early papers from 

commercial scientists, who were sometimes not rigorously trained in the scientific arts, made 

tempting targets for the ivory tower types.  Fortunately, these biases have become less apparent. 

Gregorio Rosales 

Julius Fabricant Bernard LaSalle Roy E. Luginbuhl 
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An unwritten but long understood policy to address this issue is the alternation of nominations 

for AAAP president between persons with backgrounds in industry and academia.  A similar 

policy is used for selection of scientific program chairs. 

 

Symposia and workshops have enriched the annual scientific meeting from the earliest days, 

commencing with a symposium on coccidiosis at the 1963 meeting.  This was followed by 

symposia on salmonellosis, leukosis and mycoplasmosis in successive years.  At Dallas, in 1967, 

there was a memorable workshop on leukosis where the viral etiology of Marekôs disease was 

first disclosed.  Because of fears that the intense interest in the topic would lead to an overflow 

crowd and limit free discussions, the workshop was closed to all except invited participants.  The 

workshop report was presented during the regular session by Bruce Calnek and later published in 

Avian Diseases.  A similar workshop on Marekôs disease, organized by the tumor virus 

committee, was held in 1970 at the Las Vegas meeting.  Dick Witter, as chair of the committee 

and the workshop, favored a closed workshop in the style used in 1967, but this was not popular 

with those who would be excluded.  Ultimately, Frank Craig, the 12th president, supported 

Witter and the workshop was closed ï surely an inappropriate choice by modern standards (even 

though there was full reporting after the fact).  This was likely the last closed scientific meeting 

sponsored by AAAP.  There is documentation of at least 44 

symposia or workshops at the annual meetings.   

 

A number of external symposia have also been supported 

and co-sponsored by AAAP, starting with the famous 1963 

Newcastle Disease symposium in Madison, Wisconsin, 

organized by Robert Hanson. For this meeting, AAAP 

appointed a planning committee (to work with Hanson) and 

contributed $300 in support.  AAAP has continued to 

support external symposia, including the several 

International Symposia on Avian Influenza and 

International Symposia on Marekôs Disease, and has also 

published and distributed proceedings of selected 

symposia.  The 5
th
 International Symposium on Marekôs 

Disease in 1996 featured a historical review of early 

achievements including interviews with prominent 

scientists of the 1960s, a video of which was published by 

AAAP.  In a number of cases, AAAP has also published 

the proceedings of such symposia. 

 

For many years, the AAAP has recognized and provided support to the four regional avian 

disease organizations in the United States.  These include the Northeastern Conference on Avian 

Diseases, the Southern Conference on Avian Diseases, the Midwest Conference on Avian 

Diseases and the Western Poultry Disease Conference.  Each of these conferences holds an 

annual scientific meeting which for many years has received financial support from the AAAP to 

fund outside speakers. 
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AVMA relations and liaison .  From the beginning, AAAP has been linked with AVMA 

but the nature of this linkage has varied over time.  The 10-year history shows that AAAP agreed 

by voice vote in 1959 that the organization ñshould be only remotely associated with the 

AVMA.ò  It appears that concerns were present from the beginning. Over the ensuing years, the 

relationship with AVMA has at times been fractious, although once in a while bright spots 

emerge.  Initially, there were problems in whether AVMA or AAAP would appoint the persons 

to represent the poultry section on the program committee.  Ultimately, it was resolved that 

AAAP would send names and AVMA would select, although arrangements such as this were 

easy for AVMA to forget. 

 

Art Bickford chaired the AAAP program committee 1973-77.  In this capacity he made many 

trips to AVMA headquarters and became personally acquainted with Art Freeman and Everett 

Miller.  Towards the end of his tenure, the AVMA voted to allow representation by allied groups 

in the House of Delegates, a controversial issue for the conservative AVMA membership.  Once 

this was done, the allied groups were given the option to send two members.  This became a 

volatile issue for AAAP and Art Bickford was in the middle of the debate.  One side looked at 

the rocky history with AVMA and was not interested in becoming more closely involved.  

Bickford championed the other view, indicating that we needed to be involved.  Ultimately 

AAAP accepted the AVMA offer and sent Bickford as senior delegate and Steve Hitchner as 

alternate.  Bickford served as delegate in 1978-79 and 1979-80, launching an era of closer ties 

with AVMA.  Mo Saif and Greg Cutler are recent AVMA delegates and have provided important 

inputs from the AAAP to AVMA policy on animal welfare and many other important issues.  

Through their efforts and those of others, the AAAP is now firmly connected to the operational 

and policy arm of AVMA. 

 

Once AAAP was represented in the House of Delegates, there were early concerns about 

maintaining this status.  According to Art Bickford, AVMA was initially uncomfortable with the 

inclusion of allied groups, but the criteria for representation was changed in 1995 and this issue 

diminished in importance.  Bickford notes that the improved relationship ñhas a lot to do with the 

fact that they (AVMA) have come to know and respect our delegates and our organization.ò   
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